
Old Friends, New Church – Trinity (URC/Methodist) Audenshaw 
 
No doubt it was noticed that I was not around for 
the Harvest Festival weekend. This was due to 
‘an offer I couldn’t refuse’, the nature of which is 
revealed below. 

My last ‘working’ Pastorate (2000-2004) 
consisted of Hope URC, Denton, (about 100 
members) and Bridge Street URC in Audenshaw 
(membership 20).  

Although less than two miles apart, within 
Greater Manchester, the two churches were in 
very different communities. Denton is a medium 
sized town, once renowned for trilby hat 
manufacturing and Oldham’s Batteries while 
Audenshaw is much smaller, with farming as 
well as industrial roots. 

 
Hope URC, Denton 

The two Church buildings were also very 
different. The old Hope building had been 
replaced in two phases in the 60s and 70s, while 
the Bridge Street building had its 
125thAnniversary in 2000.  

 
Bridge Street URC, Audenshaw 

At Hope, church life was booming while the 
Bridge Street congregation, though dwindling, 
ageing (aren’t we all!) and mostly concerned with 
keeping the building in one piece were far from 
beaten! 

I had only been there a few months when we 
received a letter from Red Hall Methodist 
Church. They had discovered that essential 
repairs and modernisation of their large, 
traditional building was going to cost as much as 

rebuilding it and had taken the initiative in 
seeking Ecumenical partners in pursuing the 
latter solution.  

 
Red Hall Methodist Church 

Neither of the two Anglican Churches or the 
Roman Catholics were able to take up the offer 
but Bridge Street made the courageous and 
imaginative decision to go in with Red Hall and 
the other Methodist Church, Guide Lane. 

 
Guide Lane Methodist Church 

Naturally, everyone felt that their site was the 
right one for the new building but, eventually, it 
was decided that, on balance, the Red Hall site, 
about a mile to the South, was the right location. 
Selling it would have been complicated by a 
restrictive covenant on the site while, on the 
positive side, the centre of the community had 
swung in that direction over the years        

Of course, I did not have the same feeling for the 
buildings as their members did. I think I first 
realised what a sacrifice was being made when 
one of the Methodist members, who owned a 
transport business, brought one of his huge 
Freightliners and transported all the remaining 
belongings of the other two churches to Red Hall.      

Meanwhile we had put together a new 
constitution and, in the April before I left in the 
June, we officially became one fellowship, with 
both Methodist and URC ministry and 
worshipping in the old Red Hall building.  

We had our new Church; we just needed a new 
building to put it in! 



For myself, it was very gratifying that we took 
everyone, from all the Churches, with us, apart 
from two Methodist couples who transferred to 
Denton Methodist Church. I was also pleased that 
the former link between the two United 
Reformed Churches was maintained, with joint 
evening services and my successor taking on the 
complicated but workable position of full-time 
URC minister in one Church and colleague of a 
Methodist Minister in the other! 

On the other hand, the property side was 
dragging somewhat. Only Bridge Street had been 
sold and detailed discussions with various 
architects had still not produced a working 
project. All we really had was advice and 
inspiration from visits to Churches that had 
successfully gone through the process. 

About two years ago work began, at last, on the 
new building. For health and safety reasons, the 
site had to be completely vacated during the work 
so around 100 worshippers moved in with, and 
made an enormous impact on the life of, a small 
Methodist church in nearby Ashton-under-Lyne. 

The new building was finished and dedicated last 
September, when I was on holiday. So, this year, 
I was invited to go and lead the first Anniversary 
service – the offer I couldn’t refuse! I combined 
this with a weekend with my sister in Lancashire, 
which helped to break up the journeys – 250 
miles each way is a long way to go just for a 
preaching engagement! 

 
Trinity Church, Audenshaw (exterior) 

My visit was a marvellous experience. The new 
building has all mod cons, including a built-in 

PowerPoint projector but, as the pictures show, it 
maintains a quite traditional appearance.  

They have also gone in for geo-thermal heating, 
consisting of pipes drilled 60 feet below the 
church from which heat is vented up and then 
directed beneath the floor all around the church. 
This attracted a lot of publicity at the time, but 
has not yet proved very cost-effective. A small 
quibble this, however, compared with the impact 
of a building that was not even on the drawing 
board when I left five years ago. 

 
Trinity Church, Audenshaw (interior) 

The morning service was very inspiring, as was, 
in a different way, the much smaller evening 
service. The absence of the strong youth group 
was not too disappointing since they were away 
on a follow-up weekend to their time at Spring 
Harvest. Church life at Trinity is very strong, 
with full use made of the building during the 
week.  

I took them your greetings and a copy of our 
Hadleigh Messenger magazine. Unfortunately, 
the magazine that they shared with the other URC 
church in the Pastorate has ceased publication 
and they have yet to start producing their own, so 
they were unable to return the favour! 

The congregation is making good progress with 
fund raising efforts to pay off the outstanding 
building costs. I bought a commemorative plate 
to do my bit and this will be a personal memento 
of a very fulfilling part of my time in the 
Ministry. 

Jack Roche 

 

Editor’s note: Thank you Jack for taking the time to write about your weekend away 
and to tell us something about your past ministry.  

For those who may be interested, Hope URC has a new website at 
http://www.hopeurc.co.uk whilst Trinity Church has a single web page on the local 
Methodist Circuit website at http://www.ashtonunderlynemethodist.org.uk/trin.htm. 

I am grateful to Phil Stringer for permission to use his photographs of Hope URC, 
Bridge Street URC and Red Hall and Guide Lane Methodist churches.  


